Grammar 1,2, and 3 Spanish utilizes the curriculum ¡Hola Niños! which is a TPR Storytelling (Total Physical Response) Spanish curriculum for grades K-3.  The program is intended to develop listening comprehension and verbal skills in young children.  It is organized by units which contain new vocabulary, lots of TPR responses, TPR practice and mini-scenarios, mini stories, and review and practice activities.  The majority of class time is spent working with your children in the TPR practice and mini-scenarios.  

The objective of each lesson is to “surprise” the student with Spanish.  Students are impressed that they can demonstrate perfect understanding with body movements in only a few trials.  One word sentences are expanded into two, five, and ten word sentences which eventually become lengthy stories.  Spoken production is not insisted upon until the student is ready, that is until the student has internalized some sense of a pattern of how Spanish works.  

In addition to total physical response, we use stories with familiar characters and vocabulary.  Students who are willing to risk production of Spanish responses to the stories told in class are welcome to do so.  They are “ready” and encouraged along the way.  Students who do not wish to risk production receive continued encouragement to respond in some way either in English or a physical response.

As may be obvious from the above, attentive listening and a willingness to get up and move are crucial elements in acquiring Spanish in our classes.  Students are graded based on these observable traits. 

