Instructions for Using the Spanish Interactive CD
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The set of cd’s contained in this case are a useful instructional and review tools for our students enrolled in Spanish.  Unfortunately, they were made several years ago, and there are compatibility issues with several newer versions of Windows programs.  This is a short guide on how to circumvent these incompatibilities.


(A brief explanation for those who are interested:  This program runs in an internet browser, such as Internet Explorer or Mozilla Firefox.  When the program is run it opens the default browser (usually Internet Explorer), and appears and acts as a webpage.  It can be thought of as a webpage stored on the CD, rather than online.  The issue, so far as I can tell, is between the program, Internet Explorer version 7 and later, and Adobe Flash.  Flash is one of the ways in which multimedia content is displayed on the Internet.  This particular program was made for IE ver. 5 & 6, and does not properly utilize Flash on later versions.  This means that nothing is displayed, breaking functionality)
Installation Instructions:

1. Insert the CD labeled Installation Disc. Let it run through its programs, clicking yes to any installation prompts.  You will know it has finished installing when there is start menu folder and a desktop shortcut to the program.


2. Insert the CD labeled Content Disc.  You will use this disc whenever you want to launch the program.  Double-click the shortcut, or open through the start menu.

3. Your default internet browser will open up.  If you see the menu, congratulations, you are finished.  If not, you should get an error that says the webpage cannot be displayed. (Note, you do not need to be connected to the Internet to use this program, I believe)


4. Copy the web address using Ctrl+C.  It will not look like a web address (it actually points the browser to the CD) but it functions exactly as one.


5. Open up a second browser (ie, Mozilla Firefox, Google Chrome, Opera)



*If have not installed a second browser, you will need to. Two excellent options are:




 Google Chrome - 
google.com/chrome/



Mozilla Firefox –
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/firefox.html


*On a side note, I recommend making one of these browsers your default, as they are 


generally more secure than Internet Explorer.  Safe browsing practices are, of course, 


the best defense against malicious code.


6. Paste the link from Internet Explorer into the address bar of the new code.  You may get a message saying that you need to download the newest version of Flash.  Follow the instructions onscreen to do so.  Paste the link in again after installing Flash, and you should arrive at the main menu of the Spanish CD.  


7.  I suggest bookmarking this menu in you new internet browser.  You will still need to have the CD in your computer, but you should be able to open the menu by simply opening the bookmark.


This is the first draft of this document, and I heartily expect revisions to be necessary.  Please email any questions, comments or other feedback to mgraham@liveoakclassical.com .  I hope to update this document with screenshots of key steps, but any other suggestions are welcome.
